
 

Electrical Permits 

When is an Electrical Permit Required? 

A person, firm or corporation shall not erect, construct, enlarge, add to, alter, repair, 
replace, move, improve, remove, install, convert, demolish, equip, use, occupy or 
maintain a structure or building, service equipment or cause same to be done without 
first obtaining a permit from the Public Works Department. 

Who Can Obtain an Electrical Permit? 

Most electrical permits must be obtained by a contractor who is registered with the City 
of Watauga. A homeowner may personally install electrical conductors or equipment on 
homestead premises owned and occupied by the owner if the homeowner follows the 
procedures listed below. 

Note: In order to perform your own electrical work, you must present proof that you 
currently own and occupy the dwelling. 

Homeowner 

1. Apply for and secure a permit and pay required fees 
2. Do work in accordance with the 2006 National Electrical Code and local amendments 
3. Request inspections 
4. Obtain final inspection from the Watauga Building Inspector 

Contractor 

Must be a registered electrical contractor with the City of Watauga.  Follow steps 1, 2, 3, 
and 4 listed for the homeowner. 

Registration Requirements 

To register with the City of Watauga, a copy of a state license, driver's license, and proof 
of insurance must be submitted with a $100.00 registration fee for Master and 
Contractor. Registration expires on December 31st each year. A state license is also 
required for each Journeyman and a fee of $10.00 is required. 

Where Do I Go to Obtain an Electrical Permit? 

Electrical permits may be obtained at the Public Works Department in the Water Tower 
located at 7800 Virgil Anthony Sr. Boulevard.  

  

City of Watauga  
Public Works Dept 
7800 Virgil Anthony Blvd.   

817.514.5839 



How Long Does It Take to Obtain a Permit? 

Normally, an electrical permit is issued while you wait, however, extremely large 
projects could take longer. 

 



Electrical Permits Permit Fee Per
Inspections outside normal business hours (min. charge 2 hr.s) $60.00 per hour
Reinspection fees $55.00 per hour
Inspections for which no fee is specifically indicated (min. charge 1 hr.) $60.00 per hour
Receptacle/Switch/Lighting Outlets $1.00 First 10 (.50 for additional outlets)
Lighting Fixtures/Sockets/Lamp holding Devices $1.00 First 10 (.50 for additional outlets)
Pole or Platform Mounted Lighting Fixtures $0.75 Each
Theatrical Type Lighting Fixtures/Assemblies $0.75 Each

Fixed Residential Appliances: Electric Ovens, Counter Mounted Cooking 
Tops, Electric Ranges, Self Contained Rooms, Console/Through Wall Air 
Conditioners, Space Heaters, Food Wash Grinders, Dishwashers, Washing 
Machines, Clothes Dryers, and Other Motor Operated Appliances not 
exceeding One Horsepower in Rating $5.00 Each
Non‐Residental Not Exceeding One hp, kW, kVA, in rating: Medical & 
Dental Devices, Illuminated Showcases, Drinking Fountains and Vending 
Machines, Laundry Machines $3.00 Each

Power Appartus: Motors, generators, transformers, receivers, rectifiers, 
synchronous converters, capacitor, industrial heating, air conditioners and 
heat pumps, cooking or baking equipment and other appartus as follows

Fee (For Each 
Appartus)

Rating in Horsepower (hp), Kilowatts (kW), Kilovolt‐
amperes (kVA), or kilovolt‐amperes reactive (kVAE):

$5.00 Up to and including 1
$10.00 Over 1 and not over 10
$15.00 Over 10 and not over 50
$30.00 Over 50 and not over 100
$45.00 Over 100

Equipment/Appliances with more than one motor, heater, transformer, 
etc  Sum of combine ratings may be used
Trolleys and Plug‐In Busways $4.50 Each 100 ft. or fraction thereof

Signs/Outline Lighting Systems Or Marquees from One Branch Circuit $20.00 Each ($3.00 for each additional branch circuit)
Services or Sub Panels 100 amps in ratings or less $25.00 Each
Services or Sub Panels 101 amps to 150 amps in ratings $50.00 Each
Services or Sub Panels over 150 amps in ratings $80.00 Each
Electrial apparatus, conduits, and condutors for which permit is required 
and no fee is herein set forth $15.00 Each
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